
Wilson County  

Connection 

Lebanon        Mt. Juliet        Watertown 

 January  2019                                                                                                                                                              Volume 9  Issue 1 

                                                                                        

 

Wilson County 

District 23 

A Word From Your 

County Mayor Randall Hutto 

Sue Vanatta  

2004 Hartmann Plantation  

Lebanon, TN 37090 

615-218-5526 

Happy New Year! 

2019 is already 

off to a great start 

here in the County 

Mayor’s Office. 

We have so many 

new and exciting 

projects  ahead of 

us and many to 

continue this year. 

As always, we 

plan to continue to 

work closely with 

regional organiza-

tions such as the 

Greater Nashville 

Regional Council, 

Metro Transit Au-

thority and Mid 

Cumberland Hu-

man Resource 

Agency to ensure 

our citizens are 

receiving all of 

the services they 

need on a regional 

level. One goal in 

particular is to 

expand services 

for senior citizens 

countywide while 

continuing to in-

form our seniors 

on the assistance 

available to them 

.Many people in 

our county have 

retired, may be 

financially inde-

pendent, healthy 

and looking for a 

way to contribute 

back to society. 

We are forming a 

volunteer program 

which helps active 

retirees connect 

with volunteer 

opportunities 

throughout the 

county. We be-

lieve that we have 

active seniors who 

want to be pro-

ductive and just 

need a place to 

plug in. Hopeful-

ly, we can devel-

op a program that 

will make the con-

nections needed to 

give our seniors a 

purpose during 

their retirement 

for a healthier 

lifestyle mentally, 

physically and 

spiritually.  

We also 

are striving 

to work 

closer with 

our agri-

cultural 

community 

here in 

Wilson 

County. 

With all of 

the growth and 

expansion, it may 

seem as if agricul-

ture isn’t getting 

as much spotlight 

as it deserves. 

Wilson County is 

number one in 

agriculture in so 

many ways and 

we hope to not 

only highlight our 

farmers, but pro-

vide assistance to 

their needs as 

well. 

In 2018 the Office 

of the County 

Mayor facilitated 

the Wilson Coun-

ty Homeless Coa-

lition as well as 

Drug Free WilCo. 

These two groups 

are composed of 

concerned citi-

zens, county em-

ployees and com-

munity leaders 

that seek to make 

a stand against 

very real issues in 

our community. 

We plan to contin-

ue to assist these 

groups in making 

a difference in the 

lives of our citi-

zens as well. We 

are excited to get 

to work for all of 

you in 2019 to 

continue making 

Wilson County 

the place to be! 

  



Mayor Hutto hosted his annual Christmas Open House on December 6, 2018. The night is one for food, 

fun and fellowship. It hosts government officials, employees, business leaders and residents from all over 

Wilson County. A  very special thank you to all of those that helped put the event together and to all who 

attended.  All photos courtesy of Matt Masters, The Lebanon Democrat. 





It’s not every day that Wil-

son County receives national 

attention. However, when it 

comes to agriculture, Wilson 

County is definitely on the 

map. So much 

so, the Wilson 

County Exposi-

tion Center was 

recently selected 

to host a special 

announcement 

regarding the 

“New Water 

Rule”. American 

Farm Bureau, 

Tennessee Farm 

Bureau along 

with the United 

States Depart-

ment of Agricul-

ture and the En-

vironmental Pro-

tection Agency 

sponsored the 

event and led the announce-

ment outlining how the new 

rules will affect farmers na-

tionwide. 

The “New Water Rule” re-

structures the “Waters of the 

United States” Act that al-

lowed the federal govern-

ment significant control over 

water sources located on 

privately owned property. 

The “Waters of the United 

States” Act was initially pro-

posed to improve and pre-

serve the overall water quali-

ty throughout the United 

States. However, due to the 

number of regulations placed 

on landowners, the agricul-

tural community expressed 

concerns nationwide. In ad-

dition, many farmers faced 

federal charges because of 

the overlapping jurisdiction 

of water sources located on 

their farms. The “New Water 

Rule” is a compromise be-

tween the USDA and EPA to 

give the power back to the 

landowner while also pre-

serving water quality. 

 In addition to the announce-

ment of the “New Water 

Rule”, the Farm Bill is also 

on its way to being signed 

into law. The bill outlines 

several key pieces of legisla-

tion in favor of farmers. One 

key component of the bill 

that will directly impact Wil-

son County residents is the 

installment of broadband 

internet in rural communi-

ties. Deemed a necessity 

among federal and state law-

makers alike, broadband 

would offer much needed 

internet service to farmers 

and ranchers nationwide.  

 The highly anticipated an-

nouncement regarding this 

new rule brought elected 

officials, business leaders, 

farmers from across Tennes-

see and surrounding states to 

the James E Ward Agricul-

tural Center on December 

18th. The Wilson County 

Exposition Center provided 

the perfect venue to host 

such a diverse crowd. USDA 

Secretary of Agriculture, 

Sonny Perdue made the offi-

cial announcement along 

with Andrew Wheeler, Ad-

ministrator of the Environ-

mental Protection Agency. 

Other speakers included 

American Farm Bureau 

President, Zippy Duvall; 

Tennessee Farm Bureau 

President, Jeff Aiken; Princi-

pal Deputy Assistant Secre-

tary of the Army Civil 

Works, Ryan Fischer; Ten-

nessee Governor Elect, Bill 

Lee; Tennessee Senator 

Elect, Marsha Blackburn; 

and Congressman Elect, 

John Rose. Jim Tracy, 

USDA State Director of 

Tennessee was also in at-

tendance as well as Tennes-

see Commissioner of Agri-

culture, Jai Templeton. Stu-

dents involved with Wilson 

County’s local 4-H 

and FFA chapters 

also attended the 

event. 

So why was Wilson 

County selected to 

host such a large 

scale announce-

ment? There are a 

number of reasons. 

First and foremost, 

agriculture is num-

ber one in Wilson 

County. Historical-

ly, our county has 

thrived because of 

the contributions of 

our farmers. In fact, 

Wilson County has 

such a rich history in agri-

culture that the Wilson 

County Ag Hall of Fame is 

on permanent display in the 

Wilson County Exposition 

Center. Because of this ex-

hibit, each and every person 

that attends an event at the 

Wilson County Expo is ex-

posed to agriculture and its 

effect on our community. 

The James E. Ward Agricul-

tural Center and the Wilson 

County Exposition Center 

are also recognized nation-

wide for hosting premier 

agriculturally related events 

from the Wilson County Fair 

to the National Jr. High Fi-

nals Rodeo and more. Last 

but not least, many Wilson 

County citizens are members 

of Tennessee Farm Bureau, 

the largest bureau in the na-

tion. 

Mayor Hutto Attends “New Water Rule” National 

Announcement at the Wilson County Expo 



As County Mayor, I am 

humbled to be a part of such 

a great community. I am 

thankful that the rest of the 

country recognized Tennes-

see, Wilson County, the 

James E Ward Agricultural 

Center and the Wilson 

County Expo as a premier 

venue for such an an-

nouncement. I would like to 

personally thank Charity 

Toombs, Marketing Direc-

tor; Zendel Murphy, Direc-

tor of Operations; and the 

entire staff at the Wilson 

County Exposition Center 

for their dedication to in-

credible customer service. I 

would also like to thank 

James E. Ward Agriculture 

Center Director, Quintin 

Smith for managing the en-

tire grounds of the Ag Cen-

ter so that various events 

can all take place at the 

same time without a hitch.   



The Wilson County Con-

vention and Visitors Bu-

reau recently moved to a 

new location. Just a hop, 

skip and a jump away 

from the Wilson County 

Courthouse, the office is 

now located at 400 E. 

Spring Street (formerly 

the Adult High School). 

To celebrate the move 

and the debut of the new 

Wilson County Visitors 

Guide, the tourism team 

opened their doors for a 

Holiday Open House. 

Visitors enjoyed tours of 

the new facility, door 

prizes, refreshments and a 

photo booth. Christmas 

music and conversation 

filled the air as members 

of the community gath-

ered together to celebrate 

this place we call 

“home”: Wilson County, 

TN. To stay in the know, 

be sure to follow “Wilson 

County Convention and 

Visitors Bureau” on Face-

book, @visitwilco on In-

stagram and Twitter or 

visit 

www.visitwilco.com!  









A big thanks to all of those that participated in our courthouse “Ugly Sweater Day” on December 21st! 

Human Resources is doing a Monthly 

Employee Giveaway. We have several 

fun items for you to pick from. All Wil-

son County Employees will have a 

chance to win during their anniversary 

month.  

 

Please contact HR at 615-466-5152  

or 615-466-5138 to claim your prize.  

 

January 2019 Winners  

 

Mary Scruggs- Animal Control 

Tracy Galerno- Trustee 

Julie Hooper- Tax office 

Eliza Lewis- Ag Center 

Charles Cato- Solid Waste 

 

You can now tune in LIVE to the 

monthly County Commission  

meetings on WCTV! 

 

 AT&T Cable Channel 99 

 

WCTV YouTube Channel 

 

The County’s Website 

(www.wilsoncountytn.gov) 




